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OCBC BANK APPOINTS NEW HEAD OF  
GLOBAL CORPORATE BANKING 

 
 

Singapore, 26 September 2016 – OCBC Bank has appointed Ms Elaine Lam 
Su Yen, 44, as Head of Global Corporate Banking following Mr George Lee’s 
retirement after 16 years with the bank.  
 

    
 

She was appointed co-Head of Wholesale Corporate Marketing in June 2005, 
and became Head of Wholesale Corporate Banking in June 2006, a position 
she held for nine years.  
 
In her previous capacity as Head of Wholesale Corporate Marketing, she was 
instrumental in deepening OCBC Bank’s corporate banking customer 
franchise and led the team to consistently deliver strong results. In 2011, she 
spearheaded the set-up of the regional Structured/Project Finance business to 
capitalise on the growing opportunities in utilities and infrastructure finance in 
the region. She also set up OCBC Bank’s China Office Business in 2012, 
which strategically positioned the bank to successfully capture the increasing 
flows from China into Singapore and the region.  
 
Her professional experience prior to joining OCBC Bank includes corporate 
banking and relationship management roles in ABN Amro Bank and UOB 
Bank, as well as Pricewaterhouse Coopers as an auditor.   
 
Mr George Lee, 63, was appointed Head of Global Corporate Banking in 
February 2012. He had joined OCBC Bank in July 1999 as Head of Capital 
Markets, bringing with him 33 years of prior experience in the financial 
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In this new role, Ms Lam is responsible 
for OCBC Bank's corporate banking 
business which includes Wholesale 
Corporate Marketing, China Business 
Office, Real Estate, Global 
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all overseas offices, with effect from 15 
April 2016.    
 
Ms Lam has over 20 years of 
corporate banking experience. She 
joined OCBC Bank 15 years ago as a 
Relationship Manager with the 
Wholesale Corporate Marketing unit. 
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services industry. Among several leadership roles during his tenure with the 
bank, he was made Head of Corporate and Institutional Banking in November 
2001 and Head of Group Investment Banking in October 2002. He was 
promoted to Executive Vice President in October 2005.  
 
Under his leadership, the corporate banking businesses in the core markets of 
Singapore and Malaysia were significant revenue contributors to the bank.  Mr 
Lee’s other notable contributions over the last 16 years included the 
establishment of the bank’s investment banking capabilities in Malaysia and 
the Mezzanine Capital Unit. More recently, he oversaw the setting up of the 
Global Commodities Finance unit so that the increasingly diversified financing 
needs of traders in Singapore and the region could be better met.  
 
Commenting on Ms Lam’s appointment, Mr Samuel Tsien, Group CEO, 
OCBC Bank, said: “I am pleased that Elaine has taken over the reins of our 
corporate banking business. This is one of our largest business divisions and 
is a global business.  I have always emphasised the importance of talent 
development and succession planning, and am glad that this has continued to 
bear fruit. Almost all our senior management roles are filled by talents that 
were groomed internally.  I am confident that Elaine – with her strong track 
record in corporate banking and experience in working with large corporates 
locally and globally, along with her strong leadership skills and proven 
management capabilities – will take our corporate banking business to new 
heights. 
 
“George has been an invaluable member of our management team and I 
would like to thank him for his many contributions to the bank over the past 16 
years. He is not leaving the OCBC family yet as he has been serving as an 
advisor to OCBC Malaysia. By sharing his wealth of corporate and investment 
banking experience and providing counsel to our business operations in 
Malaysia, George will help us further deepen our presence in this key 
market.”   
 
Ms Lam also serves in the Institute of Banking and Finance's Corporate 
Banking Sub-Committee and the Financial Industry Competency Standards' 
(FICS) Corporate Banking Working Group. She holds a Bachelor of 
Accountancy (Honours) from the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 
and is an Institute of Banking and Finance  Fellow (Corporate Banking). 
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 Suggested tweet:  
Veteran banker Elaine Lam is OCBC’s Head of Global Corporate Banking.   
 

 Suggested Facebook post:  
 

OCBC has appointed Elaine Lam, previously the bank’s Head of Wholesale 
Corporate Marketing, to helm its Global Corporate Banking business following 
George Lee’s retirement after 16 years with the bank.  
 
For all other updates on OCBC, follow @OCBCBank on Twitter and “like” 
facebook.com/ocbcbank on Facebook. 
 
 

 

About OCBC Bank 
 
OCBC Bank is the longest established Singapore bank, formed in 1932 from 
the merger of three local banks, the oldest of which was founded in 1912. It is 
now the second largest financial services group in Southeast Asia by assets 
and one of the world’s most highly-rated banks, with an Aa1 rating from 
Moody’s. Recognised for its financial strength and stability, OCBC Bank has 
been ranked Asean’s strongest bank and among the world’s five strongest 
banks by Bloomberg Markets for five consecutive years since the ranking’s 
inception in 2011. 
 
OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries offer a broad array of commercial banking, 
specialist financial and wealth management services, ranging from consumer, 
corporate, investment, private and transaction banking to treasury, insurance, 
asset management and stockbroking services. 
 
OCBC Bank’s key markets are Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and Greater 
China. It has over 610 branches and representative offices in 18 countries and 
regions. These include the more than 330 branches and offices in Indonesia 
under subsidiary Bank OCBC NISP, and more than 110 branches and offices 
in Hong Kong, China and Macau under OCBC Wing Hang. 
 
OCBC Bank’s private banking services are provided by its wholly-owned 
subsidiary Bank of Singapore, which operates on a unique open-architecture 
product platform to source for the best-in-class products to meet its clients’ 
goals.   
 
OCBC Bank's insurance subsidiary, Great Eastern Holdings, is the oldest and 
most established life insurance group in Singapore and Malaysia. Its asset 
management subsidiary, Lion Global Investors, is one of the largest private 
sector asset management companies in Southeast Asia.  
 
For more information, please visit www.ocbc.com. 
 
 

http://www.ocbc.com/


 

4 
 

 
For media queries, please contact: 
 
Julie Sim 
Vice President 
Group Corporate Communications 
OCBC Bank 
 
Tel :  (65) 6530 4416 
HP:   (65) 9090 4635 
 

Joelyn Tan 
Manager  
Group Corporate Communications 
OCBC Bank 
 
Tel :    (65) 6530 5926 
HP :    (65) 9859 7161 
 

 


